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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC-ACP NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS 8136, (B) EC BRUSSELS 8393 

1. ERIC WRIGHT (ASSISTANT SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRADE) HAS GIVEN US HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE TIMETABLE 
FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE EC-ACP NEGOTIATIONS. 
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2. HE STRONGLY DOUBTS THAT THE NEW AGREEMENTS CAN BE 
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SIGNED IN DECEMBER. IN ADDITION TO THE UNRESOLVED 
ISSUES MENTIONED IN PARA 4, REF B, WRIGHT POINTED OUT 
THAT THE TWO SIDES ARE STILL FAR APART ON THE SIZE OF 
THE NEW EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND. THE COMMUNITY HAS 
ALSO NOT DECIDED HOW MEMBER STATE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
FUND WILL BE ALLOCATED. (THE ALTERNATIVES ARE TO 
CONTINUE USING A SPECIAL BUDGET KEY, OR TO FINANCE THE 
FUND FROM THE COMMUNITY'S OVERALL BUDGET.) WRIGHT 
BELIEVES THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO HOLD A NEGOTIAT- 
ING SESSION AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL (SEE REF A) IN 
DECEMBER IN ORDER TO BREAK SOME OF THE MAIOR STALE- 
MATES. EVEN THEN, HE CONSIDERS THAT THE TWO SIDES WILL 
BE LUCKY TO FINISH THE NEGOTIATIONS BY THE TIME THE 
PRESENT AGREEMENTS EXPIRE ON IANUARY 31. 

3. ACCORDING TO WRIGHT. IT WILL THEN TAKE ABOUT SIX 
MONTHS FOR RATIFICATION PROCEDURES TO BE COMPLETED 
BEFORE THE NEW AGREEMENTS CAN ENTER INTO FORCE. A 
STATUS QUO ARRANGEMENT WILL BE WORKED OUT TO COVER 
THIS DELAY. 
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